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Kanayamachi is the birthplace of 
Takaoka metal casting. Its origin 
traces back to when Toshinaga 
Maeda, the military commander 
who ruled over the Kaga Domain, 
inivited metal casters to settle in 
Takaoka.
The district retains a beautiful 
streetscape, characterized by stone 
pavements and "Sama-no-ko," wooden 
doors with vertical lattices. Hidden 
among the stone pavements are 
small shapes of hearts and stars. 
Take a walk and see if you can find 
them!

Yamachosuji is the merchant district that 
sustained the commercial city of Takaoka. 
Following a major fire in 1900, storehouses 
with earthen walls were constructed here 
for their fire-resistant qualities.
This district is called "Yamacho,"  because it's 
in possession of Takaoka's magnificent 
festival floats, the "Takaoka Mikurumayama," 
which are paraded during local festivals.
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Takaoka Castle was built in 1609. While merchants and craftsmen were gathered to 
�V�X�S�S�R�U�W���L�W�����W�K�H���F�D�V�W�O�H���Z�D�V���G�H�F�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�H�G���M�X�V�W��Aá�Y�H���\�H�D�U�V���O�D�W�H�U���G�X�H���W�R���W�K�H�����2�Q�H���3�U�R�Y�L�Q�F�H����
�2�Q�H���&�D�V�W�O�H�����H�G�L�F�W�����,�Q���W�K�H���\�H�D�U�V���W�K�D�W���I�R�O�O�R�Z�H�G�����7�D�N�D�R�N�D���W�U�D�Q�V�L�W�L�R�Q�H�G���L�Q�W�R���D���W�K�U�L�Y�L�Q�J���F�L�W�\���R�I��
�F�R�P�P�H�U�F�H���D�Q�G���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\���%�H�Q�HAá�W�L�Q�J���I�U�R�P���D�Q���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F�D�O�O�\���D�G�Y�D�Q�W�D�J�H�R�X�V���O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q����
�7�D�N�D�R�N�D���V���P�H�U�F�K�D�Q�W�V���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�G���W�K�H���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���.�D�J�D���'�R�P�D�L�Q�����7�K�H�\���S�O�D�\�H�G���D���Y�L�W�D�O��
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���P�R�G�H�U�Q���G�D�\���7�R�\�D�P�D���D�Q�G���,�V�K�L�N�D�Z�D���3�U�H�I�H�F�W�X�U�H�V�������HAà�H�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���G�R�P�D�L�Q���V��
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�D�Q�G���H�[�S�D�Q�G���W�K�H�L�U���U�H�D�F�K�����)�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���W�K�H���0�H�L�M�L���5�H�V�W�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q�����7�D�N�D�R�N�D���V���F�R�S�S�H�U�Z�D�U�H���D�Q�G��
�O�D�F�T�X�H�U�Z�D�U�H���H�Y�R�O�Y�H�G���L�Q�W�R���V�R�S�K�L�V�W�L�F�D�W�H�G���D�U�W�L�V�D�Q�D�O���F�U�D�I�W�V���)�U�R�P���W�K�H���P�D�J�Q�LAá�F�H�Q�W���7�D�N�D�R�N�D��
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these merchants and craftsmen has been passed down through the 
�F�H�Q�W�X�U�L�H�V�����D�Q�G���U�H�P�D�L�Q�V���D���O�L�Y�L�Q�J���S�D�U�W���R�I���W�K�H���F�L�W�\���W�R�G�D�\��

�7 �D�N�D�R�N�D� � �L�V� � �D� � �W�K�U�L�Y�L�Q�J� � �F�H�Q�W�H�U� � � I �R�U� �
craftsmanship that honors traditional 
�W�H�F�K�Q�L�T�X�H�V���Z�K�L�O�H���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�L�Q�J���L�Q�Q�R�Y�D�W�L�Y�H��
�Q�H�Z���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V���X�V�L�Q�J���Y�D�U�L�R�X�V���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�V����
�V�X�F�K���D�V���W�L�Q���D�Q�G���D�O�X�P�L�Q�X�P���7�K�H���F�L�W�\��
streets are lined with numerous bronze 
�V�W�D�W�X�H�V�����D�Q�G���P�D�Q�\���O�R�F�D�O���I�D�F�W�R�U�L�H�V���D�Q�G��
�Z�R�U�N�V�K�R�S�V���RAà�H�U���J�X�L�G�H�G���W�R�X�U�V���D�Q�G��
�K�D�Q�G�V���R�Q���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�V���:�K�\���Q�R�W���F�R�P�H��
�D�Q�G���V�H�H���W�K�H���P�D�V�W�H�U�\���R�I���F�U�D�I�W�V�P�D�Q�V�K�L�S���X�S��
�F�O�R�V�H���D�Q�G���W�U�\���\�R�X�U���K�D�Q�G���D�W���F�U�H�D�W�L�Q�J��
�V�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J���\�R�X�U�V�H�Of?

Kanayamach i
[Traditional Metal-casting Distric t ]

Yamachosuji
[Street lined with Earthen-wall Storehouses]

�7�D�N�H���K�R�P�H��
�D���S�L�H�F�H���R�I���\�R�X�U���W�U�L�S��

�5�H�F�R�P�P�H�Q�G�H�G
�5�R�X�W�H ���'�$�<���'�$�<�&�L�W�\���(�[�S�O�R�U�H�U

For details on transportation methods such as trains and buses, please refer to the “transportation guide” page above.

For bicycle rental stations, please check the map on the reverse side.
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Otera Kohachiro Store

Takaoka Regional 
Industrial Cente r  (ZIBA)

Risaburo Foundry

Japan Heritage Story
A Flourishing Folk Culture Under the Rule 
of the Maeda Family of Kaga

Recommended route featuring Takaoka’s 
must-see spots and the historic Yamachosuji 
and Kanayamachi districts!


